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Below is an account of an interview held in Madrid in early January 1947
with Rafael Henche. the Scoialist leader. To what exient Henohe's
statements represent the consensus of members of the Alimsnza Naocional de
Fuerres Demooratioes or of the Socialist Party ie not clear, However, it
is believed that the agoount will contribute to some extent to an under-
standing of the difficulties emcowmtered in reaching agreement between
the leftists end monerchists, end of the considerations entertained by
the leftists. The content of the report I8 not praded, since Henche's
siatemsnts represent cpiniun Por tha mogd parse

o

What do you think of the propoeal ts constitute a government of
national unity aad what does the AFNFD think of i%7?

&: Agreement or the establishwont of such & government is diffiocult.
Even viewing the matter from & distence, the problems on reaching
nacord are evident, and when & closer study is made, the problems
seem almost insuperable. There are pointe on which we must be firm.
For inastance, we camnnot aasede to the proposition that the firet governw
ment o succesd Framoa should be charged with holding a plebiscite or
elections,

Q: Is thers agresment in the ANFD on the maintenance of this intransigeant
position?

A: There is. Yheie were differences of opinion, tut they no longer exiat.
%¥e caunot agree to the formation of & government of hostile men, with
the wnderetanding that the holding of electivns will be in their hands,
which, in reality, is what is proposed.

G: Is there not scme means of resclving this diffioculty?

A: We have peinted ouit the means. Sincé the militery men brought about
the existing state of affairs, it is they who should take the steps
nsoessary to eliminate Franco. With this suggestion the ides is
ezompetible of forming & governmemt - not of national wmity - but
merely provisionel, which would heve no other task than to relemse the
political prisoners and to establish a situation under whioch the
parties of the left wvould roorganize so that they ocould nominate
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Q: Whet is your opinion on the question of granting amnesty?

A: The granting of amnesty should not be plaged in the hands of a
povernment which has been formed without freedom of essembly and
freedom of the press., This is the second point on which we must be
intransigeant, There are crimes which were committed, especially at
the beginning of the Civil War, that camot mo unpunished. Thers are
actione of certain military men, many of which woere undertaken againat
superior orders, which must be accounted for. The amesty question
must be set aside during the trunsition period, The military men who
led the uprising should leave Spain until the provisional govermment
is replaced. :

Qi1 It has been assid that the provisional government had not been formed
beoause the assent of the Socimlists on certain points relutive to
its constitution had not been obtained by the ANFD, 1iill resolutions
passed at the Socialist assembly to be held in Toulouse have some
bearing an the plan to form a government to replece thut of Franso?

At The meeting to be held in Toulouse is not to he a full assembly, It
will deal only with the position to be adoptsd by the Sooiaslist Party
with regurd to the uiral Jovernment.
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